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368. Mother family and father family. The ultimate reasons
for the mother family and for a change to the father family are
in the life conditions, industrial arts, war, pressure of population,
etc. In fact, our terms are only names for a group of mores which
cover some set of interests, and we need to be on our guard
against the category fallacy, that is, against arguing from the
contents of the classification which we have made. The term
" matriarchate " encouraged this fallacy and has gone out of use.
By the mother family we mean the system in which descent and
kin are reckoned through women, not through men. In that form
of the family the relation of man and wife is one of contract.
The woman must be thought of as at her home, with her kin,
and the husband comes to her. She has great control of the
terms on which he is accepted, and she and her kin can drive
him away again, if they see fit. The children will be hers and
will remain with her. The property will remain hers, while her
husband must abandon his property when he comes to her. The
next male friend of a woman will be her brother, not her hus-
band, and the next male guardian of a child will be his mother's
brother, not his father. Words of relationship, address, etc.3
must all conform to the fundamental notion which rules the
family. Religion, political control, modes of warfare and alliance,
and education are all constructed to fit the family-form. At
puberty boys are taken into the political organization (tribe) to
which the father belongs and get political status from that. By
birth each one is a member of a blood-kin group (clan) on which
depend blood revenge and other duties and by which marriage is
regulated. All this grows up as a part of the folkways, instinc-
tively, without plan or guidance of intelligent control. Yet it
has been wrought out, along the same logical lines of custom and
rule, all over the world by savage peoples. We meet with many
variations of it in transitional forms, or in combination with later
institutions, but they belong to the time when this arrangement
is breaking down, and passing into the father family. The
mother family system is definite and complete when flourishing
and normal. By the totem device the mother family is made
capable of indefinite extension, and a verification is provided for